
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Seabrae’s bridge is a step in the right direction 

for improving accessibility for pedestrians in the 

residential Seabraes area. It cuts out the 1.5km 

detour needed to get around the railway and 

improves links with the west end, residential areas 

and the riverside. Construction on the £3.5 million 

and 56 meter long structure was completed in the 

Spring of 2015 and at the time Will Dawson, 

convener of Dundee City Council’s city 

development committee said: “I am sure that the 

stunning design and strategic location of the new 

bridge will soon make it a city landmark.” It was 

designed and built by Morgan Sindall (construction 

infrastructure) and funded by the Vacant and 

Derelict Land Fund, Dundee City Council and 

Scottish Enterprise.  

The new bridge is a sleek, modern white, but we 

must ask ourselves, will it age well? With pollution 

rates in Dundee some of the highest in Scotland, 

who’s not to say the sweeping white curves won’t 

dull and dirty to a smog grey? One might suggest 

this is exactly why the bridge is lit up in an array of 

purples and blues at night. 

Personally, the primary shape to the bridge reminds 

me of that of a diving sea animal, maybe a whale or 

dolphin. These connotations are aided by the blue 

lighting. The end section, the part with the mast-

like support thrust into the sky, is reminiscent of a 

ship’s mast and a possible nod to the nearby 

Discovery attraction which took Captain Scott to 

the South Pole. Both theses links would be clever 

way of linking the bridge to its surroundings and 

ensuring it sits within the landscape of the 

regenerating waterfront.  

Looking beyond the simple aesthetics of the bridge, 

it is clearly and practically designed. The main 

structure is steel, the strongest, longest lasting and 

most suitable material for the job. The sides of the 

bridge are made of large glass panels. It could be 

argued that the scope for these being smashed is 

too high but the panels are approximately 15mm 

thick which would require a massive amount of 

focused force to break. Also, there are in face two 

layers of thick glass that make up each panel. This is 

better for shock absorption and if one layer did 

smash, it would more than likely be supported by 

the other undamaged layer and therefore not 

create a gaping hole in the side of the bridge. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using glass is also a great design decision in terms 

of using a flat continuous material (i.e. not railings) 

that is hard to graffiti on. Although on a cold 

autumn evening the large expanses of 

condensation covered glass are hard for anyone to 

resist doodling on with a finger.  

The bridge verges on enchanting at night. It is my 

favourite time to experience the bridge and 

appreciate the design features, which are 

showcased by the strategically placed lights. This is 

what I am most impressed by -  that somehow, in 

the dark, the bridge acquires an atmosphere. It 

goes to show how a simple, open structure of glass 

and suspension bars, when effectively lit, turns into 

an ethereal haven in the dark which you cannot 

help but walk a little slower over, to marvel just a 

little.  

Anti-suicide measures: the subtly sloping edges 

create a comforting almost tunnel-like experience 

for the average user. However, the more practical 

application of this design feature is that edges that 

slope in at the top are much harder to climb over, 

thanks to the overhang. Also, the choice of material 

– glass – also makes it harder to climb as the 

smooth glass has no footholds.  

 

 

 

Towards the end which houses the lift, the glass edge 

panels are lower. It is unclear why the designers chose 

not to have all the panels at the same higher height, 

but it can be noted that they get taller at the point 

where the bridge is actually over the railway lines.  

I couldn’t help but notice the lack of comforting 

Samaritans signs however. The designers may be fairly 

certain that the above described preventative 

measures would discourage anyone but I think it would 

be more responsible to provide such information 

anyway.  

And of course, in line with health, safety, common 

sense and attempts to save money on laying grit in icy 

weather, the entire walkable length and accompanying 

stairs are covered in an anti-slip surface. Inevitably this 

will probably be the first part of the bridge that will 

need replacing as daily wear and tear with rub off the 

gritty surface which will become bald and slippery. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a point towards the north side of the bridge 

where the vertical swaying of the bridge can be most 

acutely felt, as if just reminding us that we are on a 

structure which is effectively hung between the lift 

shaft and the hill on the other side, about 30 feet over 

a busy railway line. However subtly disconcerting this 

may be, it means the bridge is more suited to standing 

up to high winds – it will flex rather than snap.                                                         

Several of the publications describing the bridge 

proposal/construction/opening at the time boast that 

the bridge is for pedestrians and cyclists. This of 

course makes the bridge excellent for wheelchair 

access as well. In the 6 weeks I have been living in 

Seabraes however, I’m not sure I’ve actually seen 

anyone take a bike over the bridge, except maybe the 

group of adolescents dragging their BMX over on a 

rope but I’m not sure that was the designers’ target 

demographic when they talked of cyclists 

The shape of the bridge is very ergonomic and dynamic. 

Each element flows into the next, with no visual pause for 

the steps and approaching paths on the north side. On the 

southern side the main arch doesn’t finish by reconnecting 

to the bridge but instead ends an in a sort of pointed flick, 

contributing to the visual connotations of something diving 

into water. An aerial view shows the overall shape of the 

bridge to be a teardrop shape, one of the most ergonomic 

shapes. Before the construction of the bridge, when it was 

still in the planning stages, the STV interviewed a selection of 

locals and the 

overriding view was that people could definitely see 

the benefits but couldn’t quite believe that so much 

money was being dedicated to a bridge. This sums up 

the bridge from a practical, useful point of view. From a 

design point of view, the bridge is original, it is in 

keeping with the sleek modern image that Dundee is 

trying to convey with the regenerated waterfront and 

echoes some of the existing shapes on the waterfront 

skyline. Its iconic design has quickly made it landmark 

and people already use it as a marker point when giving 

directions.  

 

(since the initially writing of this review, I have 

witnessed two cyclists enjoy the shortcut over the 

bridge and navigate the sweeping curve on the north 

side with ease). Although the lift is a great way of 

solving the need-to-get-from-high-up-to-low-down-in-

very-little-space problem, it is a little bit of a hassle for 

cyclists who have to dismount and cram into the lift. 

Overall daytime view of Seabraes bridge 

 


